
Unused Drawback

Are you the importer?

Are you the 
exporter?

Yes

See persons 
entitled to claim 

drawback.

One Time Waiver of Prior 
Notice and

Waiver of Prior Notice to 
Export was applied for and 

approved by Customs.

Notice of intent to 
export was filed with 

Customs.

Export passed Customs inspection; 
or Customs waived inspection.

Drawback not allowed

Yes

File a written application 
requesting drawback under 

19 U.S.C. 1313(j).  
Requirements listed in 19 

CFR 190.36    
Application was approved 

by Customs?

No

No

Obtain required 
documents and 

certifications from 
importer

Drawback not allowed

No

NoYes

Yes

No

If an intermediate transfer 
occurred, you will also 

require a copy of all 
intermediate documents 

assigning all drawback rights 
to the successor. 

Select type of Drawback SubstitutionDirect Identification

Must be able to 
trace all articles 

from importation, 
through 

production,  to 
exportation or 
destruction. 

Yes

No

Yes

Have you had posession of substituted 
merchandise that was exported or 

destroyed?

Drawback not allowed
Is substituted merchandise 

commercially 
interchangable?

Identification of product by serial 
number; or Select Accounting 
Method.  Customs approval is 

required. 

   Accounting Methods:  
First in First Out (FIFO)
Last In First Out (LIFO)
Low to High (4 options)

Average
Inventory Turn-Over

Other method approved 
by  customs.

No

No

Unused 
Drawback 

Page 2

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Ruth Girmscheid
President, LCB, CCS

International Customs Services, Inc.
Copyright© 2019



Unused Duty Drawback

No

Operations may be 
performed on 
imported or 
substituted  

merchandise not 
amounting to 

manufacture or 
production.

Drawback not allowed

Yes

Yes

Has substituted merchandise 
been used in the United 

States?

Drawback not allowed

Direct Identification Substitution

Determination of 
commercially 

interchangable.

Formal ruling obtained 
from Customs?

Submission of all required 
documentation necessary to 

make determination with 
each drawback claim.

Yes

Page 2

Is merchandise 
exported or destroyed 
within 5 years of the 
date of importation?

No Drawback not allowed

File Drawback 
Cliam.

No

Yes

Additional 
Regulations
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